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Concept of Security in the Post-Cold Yar Period :
The Copenhagen School, Securitization, and Theories of

International Relations

R
i Nation

Min Byoung Won | Se

Discourses on security in the post—Cold War period has been domi-
nated by the Copenhagen School which emphasizes the conceptual extension
of security. This paper looks at how the concept has changed in the period
focusing on the diversification of security targets and the expansion of security
sectors. The concept of securitization will be discussed in terms of interna-
tional relations theories. This paper will stress that the bottom lines of this
extensive concept of security are the new perception of threats and social
construction of its conceptualization. Theorertical assumptions and debatable
issues of the extended concept of security are also to be discussed in detail.
Normative aspects, positivistic and epistemological arguments, and ontological
issues regarding the new trend of global networks are specific topics here,
followed by the issues of the new security dilemma and the risk society. As
such, the paper will evaluate the implications and limitations of the security

discourse of the Copenhagen School in this new period.

Keywords : Sccurity, Conceptual Extension, Copenhagen School, Securitization,
International Relations Theory



